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Subsequently it was born as a hunter carrying with it the
knowledge of its previous birth. As the hunter had
consumed food offered to Paramasiva he acquired
intelligence as well as bhakti. This hunter was none other
than Kannappa who became the chief of his tribe. He lived
near Srikalahasti and used to, worship the magnificent Vayu
Linga daily with several diamonds, flowers and bilva
leaves. As he grew old he made his son Kala the cheiftain
of his tribe and spent all his time in the worship of Vayu
Linga. He always carried with him a huge bow and a quiver
of arrows. He wore three lines of vibhuti on fifteen parts of
his body, rudrakshas around his neck and sandals on his
feet. He hunted animals, checked the taste of the meat before
offering to the Siva linga. He bathed the linga with water
collected in. his mouth jfrom the river Swamamukhi. He
decorated the linga with tender bilva leaves and flowers.
Then he would offer meat pre- tested for taste chanting the
five lettered mantra (Namah Sivaya). Not a single day
passed without this routine.
Siva was amused. He decided to exhibit the
unparallelled devotion of Kannappa to others and also to
eliminate the residue of dehabhimana (attachment to body)
lingering in him due to his large eyes. On a day of eclipse
of the moon in the month of Phalguna a good number of
sages gathered at Srikalahasti to worship Sankara. The Lord
chose that day for the demonstration of Kannappa's fervent
devotion towards him. As Kannappa approached the linga
in a stately manner, the sages withdrew to a distance and
watched. All of a sudden tears and blood began to trickle
down the left eye of the linga. Noticing this unusual
phenomenon, they thought, it conveyed bad tidings. Bad
days were ahead of them in view of the hunter's unorthodox
ways of warship. They concluded that God was displeased
with the clumsy manner of abhiseka and offering of raw
meat, But they could not venture to ask the hunter to mend
his queer ways.